New Views and Ventures
Such, in the spring of 1908, has been Russia's last appearance at the new Foreign Office. Its first was the already described Black Sea Conference of 1871. In 1872 the department disposed of another question, that of San Juan; with that Russia's connection was only incidental and secondary. Whether England or the United States was entitled to the island of San Juan ought to have been settled, but was ignored by the Oregon Treaty of 1846. The earliest associations of the new Foreign Office were again destined to be inauspicious. The German emperor, to whom the matter was referred, immediately gave it as strongly in favour of the Americans as had been done by the Geneva arbitrators in the affair of the Alabama. The group of subjects chiefly connecting themselves with the new building during the Secretaryships of Granville, Derby and Salisbury, concerned this country and Russia. Here, as had been done before, and was done afterwards, Liberal and Conservative ministers showed the same anxiety to guard against any breach in the policy of their department. The object common to each of them was not so much to suppress Russia, as to insist upon the observance in her Imperial progress of her treaty obligations as a member of the European comity. The degree of success with which British diplomacy did this may have varied. The duty itself was impartially recognised as a principle of English diplomacy, by Aberdeen as by Palmerston, by Gladstone, Disraeli, Granville and Salisbury. In 1856, the fourteenth Lord Derby's Austrian sympathies, rather than any differences about relations with the Czar or the Porte, prevented Gladstone's return to a Conservative Cabinet. On the whole, too, the consistent pressure
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